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A CHICAGO TRIBUNE ARTICLE
February 14, 1974

POLLSTER LEWIS HARRIS SAID: "THE EFFORTS ON THE PART
OF -THE OIL-PRODUCING NATIONS TO BEND AMERICAN FOREIGN
POLICY TOWARD THE ARAB CAUSE IN THE MIDDLE EAST APPEAR
TO HAVE HAD THE OPPOSITE EFF?@” OF FIRMING UP USR
PUBLIC OPINION BEHIND ISRAEL.

"--BY b5 T¢ 20%+ THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AGREE WITH THE+w
STATEMENT THAT 'IF WE YIELD TO ARAB RESTRICTIONS OVER-
OIL NOW+ WE WILL SOON FIND THE ARABS DICTATING MUCH
OF US FOREIGN POLICY:'

"--BY k1 TO 23% THEY REJECT THE ARGUMENT THAT 'UWE
NEED ARAB QIL FOR OUR GASOLINE SHORTAGE HERE AT
HOME+ 50 WE HAD BETTER FIND WAYS TO GET ALONG WITH

T™HE ARABS+ EVEN IF THAT MEANS SUPPORTING ISRAEL LESS.'...

"--BY EBS TO 2B%< THEY SAY THEY 20 NOT 'RESENT BEING
GOLD THIS WINTER BECAUSE THIS COUNTRY IS SUPPORTING
ISRAEL IN THE MIDDLE EAST-.

"--BY Bb TO L8%» THEY ALSO AGREE WITH THE PROPOSITION.
THAT 'THE UNITED STATES SHOULD NOT PRESSURE ISRAEL TO
GIVE BACK ALL THE ARAB LANDS THAT WERE OBTAINED IN
THE 1967 MIDDLE EAST WAR'...

"--BY &9 TO 25%- AMERICANS ALSO REJECT THE CHARGE THATF
'JEWISH GROUPS HAVE TO0O0 MUCH POLITICAL POWER AND ARE
FORCING THE US GOVERNMENT TO BE ToO0 PRO-ISRAEL."

"--BY @42 TO 2kx THEY DISAGREE WITH THE ALLEGATION’

THAT 'JEWS IN AMERICA ARE MORE LOYAL TO ISRAEL THAN
TO AMERICA&'..."

{WIRELESS FILE FOR NEAR EAST OF FEB. 1Lu}
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By Louis Harris

THE PROPORTION of Americam.
who regard the country’s etergy short.
age as ‘‘very serious’ slippad from 50
per cent down to 34 per cent between

- November and January, as the con-

stant drumbeat of news ahout the “en-
ergy crisis” apparently left a majority
unconvinced the shortage is real.

A 53 to 33 per cent majority agrees
with the statement that “the real trou-
ble in the energy crisis is that the
government does not seem to know how
setious the shortage will be.” The pub-
lie’s rating of President Mxzon's “Lmn-
dling of the energy shortage” droppad
to 74 to 22 per cent negative in eamy
January.

The public lays much of the respoazt

bility and blame for the energy ruckus
oa both the oil industry and the federat
government. Since last September, the
number of Americans who put the onua
on the oil companics has risen from 74

to 83 per cent, while the number 3o .

blame the federal government has gone
up from 63 to 75 per cent.

BY CONTRAST, the public is lesa
inclined now than hefore to blame itsax
for fuel problems in the U. S. Last fall,
54 per cent of the American public laid
a “major” share of hlame for short-
ages on itself, but by January this haw!
slipped to 44 per cent,

The public is still prepared, however,
te make some sacrificas to meet the
energy shortage, including having gas

. stations closed on Sunday, compulsory

car poolg, a i0-mile-per-hour speed lim-
it, and even rationing, if necessary. But
a sizable majority foels that consump-
tion of gasoline is now heing remulated
by allowing the price to rise. That, by
76 to 16 per cent, is viewed to he

Back before the energy shortage was
viewed as acute, then in the late fall,
and again this past month, national
eross-sections of the public were asked:
“How serious do You think -the energy
shortage is in this country--very sepi-
ous, somewhat serious, or not serious
at all?”

RET M Mav., Sept.

74 7 13

('B H'D U,’s

Vary serious 34 50 8

Somewhal serious 45 37 45

Nat serisus at all 17 9 21
Nat surp 4 4 .

Those who feel there is no shortage
1ave almost doubled since the late fall,
p from 9 to 17 per cent. Part of the
‘eluctance to acknowledge a serious
shortage is a shift in focusing the
blame for the problems, Nationwide
cross-sections were asked both last
Seplember and again this January:
“From what you have read or heard,

responsibility for the energy shortage,
rainor respovsibility, or has no respon-
ribility at all?”

Not
Major Minor  Nens  Sure
S %% 4 o
Tha ofl companies -
Jan., ‘74 83 N 2 4
Sapt., 73 74 14 2 8
The federal sovernment
Jdan,, 74 . 75 17 3 5
Sept., 73 63 25 3 4
] YRNINg|
" 48 34 7 Y
Saol., ‘73 13 3 32 17
Fhe U, 8, public .
Jan., ‘74 A4 38 12 &
Sept., 73 54 k74 [ ¥

As the public has tended to blame its
hwi habits of consumption less, “major
‘esponsibility for the encrgy shortage”
has been inereasingly attributed to the
bil cotnpanies, the federal government,
hind foreign governments.

[0 ORIl BV

would you sy {read list} has major ~

‘DESPITE ALL of its deabts ahout
the veality of fuel shortages, the publie
Is still willing to endure personal re-
strictions to conserve supplies. The

. eross sections were asked hoth in Janu-

ary and September: “‘Several sugges-
tions have been made for the public to
cut down on the use of oil, gas, and
electricity. For each suggestion tell me
it you personally would find it a serious
handicap, a minor problem, or not a
problem at ali?* .

RO Nol  Nol
Seriovs  Minor srob.  sura

Ca ta %5

)

Gasgline prices want o

75 cantt & gallon to
' mjke plﬂme usa less,
an.,, ' &7
Sept., 173 X ’; 7)3 )3
Power companies allowod
10 raisa rates, tp pro-
vida them with incantives
Yo tind new enargy sources.
éJ:n'., '7;3 ;i(& 27 " L]
pt,
AN price  conbrols  an X X X
sasoline  taken off o
allow  natural  rharket
procasses,
Jan., 74 54 12 14 19
Sept., 72 X X . X X
i peoole who live 10
miles or mora from work
ware required to commuta
in car pgol. ’
Jan.. 74 4 18 35 A
Sept, 73 43 13 33 4
IT country want fg sys- o .
tem of gasaline rationing, .
Jan, ‘74 32 33 24 2
Sept, 173 . 44 29 FA 4
Gas  staligns closed on
Sundays,
tan.. 74 2 3 57 2
Sept, 73 X X b4 X
Lower speed limit on )
hishways 10 50 m. p. . -
Jan., 74 & 23 64 2
Sept., ‘73 10 22 &6 2

People are adamantly opposed to the
idea of contrelling the consumption of
gazoline thru price hikes. The reason is
twofold: First, they feel the approach
is incquitable, favoring the rich and
discriminating against middle- and Iow-
er-income families, and, second, after a
long intlationary period in which the
public has suffered from high prices,
price hikes on such a key commodity
as gasoline are perceived as pouring
i anan open wound.
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POLLSTER LEWIS HARRIS SAID: "THE &FFORTSHON THE PARY
QFI HE0 TL~PRODUCING NATIONS - FO. BEND~AMERILCAN -FOREIGN
ROLICY. . TOWARD A THE ~ARAB ~CALUSE.IN +THE-MIDDLE-EAST APPEAR
TO..F AVE.HAD »THE. .OPPOSTITE-EFFECT. OF .FIRNING. UR. U
RUBLICOPINION.BEHINDISRAEL - - .

M- BYeds 5T 0RO DLF THE AMERICAN (PEQPLEAGREGIWITHATHE &
STATEMNENTUTHATS VIR YE Y ILLD "TO~ARAB RESTRICTIONS O VERS
OIL «NQWa WE-WIL4. SOON FIND. THE-ARABS.DILTATING NUCHs
OF ~US FOREIGN POLICYE'. ..

Mo BYuhliT0 B3% THEY REJECT. THECARGURNENTATHAT Ul
MEED ARAB-OIL FOROUR GASOUINESSHORTAGE -HEREVATH
ROME; SO WE-HAD -BETTERAFINDYAYS=TO GET “ALONG WITH

THE : ARABSASEVEN TFTHAT MEANS SUPPORTING TSRAEL-LESS<f ...

no-gY E5:TO-20%E THEY SAY THEY DO NOT. 'RESENT.BEING
GOLD ~THIS+WINTER-BECAUSE - THIS “COUNTRY =I5 SURPORTINGs
FSRAFLGSIN-THE“MIDDLEEAST. " . . .

"o-BY EL.T0-18% THEY ALSO AGREE @ITH THE PRCPOSITIONs
THAT:  THECUNITED -STATES-SHOULD NOT PRESSURE - TSRACL-T4
GINE: BACK.wALL. THE. ARAB. LANDS. THAT MERE -0BFAINED .IN
THE. 352 MIDDLE EAST WAR' . ..

"--BY BFLTO.25%, AMERICANTS ALSO REJECT.THECHARGE: THAF
"SEWISH GROUPS HAVE T00 MUCH POLITICAEL POVER AND ARELS
FORLCING . THEUS. GOVERNMENT . .T0 . BE. 700 PRO-ISRALLS.T

"_-BY 8RETOLTh4. THEY DASAGREE RPITH-THECALLEGATIONY

THAT: LJEUS - IN_ ANERTCA "ARE <MORE LOYALTO -TSRAEL THANS
TO ANERICA: .. ."
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